Mr. Know-All\ W somerset Maugham

The story is set on a ship shortly after World War I. An unnamed English narrator is forced to
share a cabin with Mr. Kelada during a voyage from San Francisco to Yokohama. Prejudiced
against him because he is not English, the narrator dislikes Kelada even before meeting him. He
is further irritated by Kelada’s expensive belongings and signs of frequent travel, which suggest
wealth and provoke jealousy. Convinced that Kelada’s foreignness will lead to unpleasant
behavior, the narrator forms a negative judgment of his cabin mate from the outset.

The first meeting between the narrator and Mr. Kelada takes place shortly after the ship sets sail,
in the smoking room. Kelada approaches the narrator in an overly friendly and intrusive manner,
introduces himself as English, and even shows his British passport, though his appearance makes
the narrator suspect he is of Levantine origin. Kelada tries hard to win the narrator over by
offering him alcohol despite Prohibition laws, interfering with his card game, inviting him to join
his friends, reserving a seat for him at dinner, and talking nonstop. This behavior only deepens
the narrator’s dislike of him.

The narrator explains that he is not the only one who has grown tired of Mr. Kelada. According
to him, all the passengers are put off by Kelada, despite—and perhaps because of—his constant
efforts to be involved. Kelada takes part in every social activity on board, organizing dances,
auctions, and sports competitions. He is well known for his talkativeness and his need to argue
and show off his knowledge. He never backs down and insists on forcing others to admit they are
wrong. The passengers, the narrator says, mockingly call him “Mr. Know-All,” both behind his
back and to his face, but Kelada fails to notice their sarcasm and behaves as though everyone
likes him.

The most bitter arguments occur during mealtimes. At the table sit the narrator, Mr. Kelada, the
doctor, and the Ramsay couple. The narrator is fond of Mrs. Ramsay because of her shyness and
gentleness, while her husband is described in unflattering terms. Mr. Ramsay, like Mr. Kelada, is
argumentative, and the two often become drawn into heated debates as each tries to prove he is
right. The other diners feel trapped by politeness and must endure the situation until the meal
ends. The doctor remains indifferent, while the narrator is deeply annoyed but expresses his
displeasure through cold silence.

One evening, an argument between Mr. Ramsay and Mr. Kelada turns to the subject of cultured
pearls produced by the Japanese. To everyone’s surprise, Kelada claims to be a world expert on
pearls. His attention is drawn to the pearl necklace worn by Mrs. Ramsay, which he declares to
be extremely valuable. Mr. Ramsay mocks him, insisting that his wife bought the necklace
cheaply in New York and that the pearls are not real. The two decide to make a bet. When
Kelada examines the necklace and realizes he is right, he notices Mrs. Ramsay’s distress and
understands that the pearls were likely a gift from another man. Choosing compassion over pride,
Kelada claims he was mistaken and pays the bet. The passengers ridicule him for his apparent
error, while Mrs. Ramsay withdraws to her cabin, claiming a headache.



The next morning, in the final scene of the story, the narrator and Mr. Kelada are together in
their cabin when an envelope is slipped under the door. Mr. Kelada’s name is written on it in
block letters, making the handwriting unrecognizable. Inside there is no note, only a hundred-
dollar bill. Mr. Kelada blushes, tears the envelope into pieces, and asks the narrator to throw the
scraps out the window into the sea.

The narrator realizes that the money must have been sent by Mrs. Ramsay to repay Mr. Kelada
and thank him for keeping her secret, but to be sure, he asks whether the pearls were real. Mr.
Kelada replies that if he were in Mr. Ramsay’s place, he would not have allowed his wife to
remain alone in New York for an entire year, adding that no one likes being made to look like a
complete fool. The narrator, who had repeatedly claimed to dislike Mr. Kelada completely,
revises his opinion and admits that he dislikes him—but not entirely.
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